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“We Know!”      Text – 1 John 5:18-21       OT Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I expect everyone here has heard of Google.  Well, Google’s mission statement is as follows: “Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful.”  
   Another company we have probably all heard of is Amazon.  Amazon’s mission statement is as follows: "To be Earth's most customer-centric company where people can find and discover anything they want to buy online.”
   So if you had never heard of Google or Amazon, if you were reading about them for the first time, their mission statements give you a simple and clear explanation of what they are about.  
And similarly, if you were reading the biblical writings of the Apostle John for the first time, you would be helped by his ‘mission statements.’  You don’t need to guess and wonder why John wrote his Gospel and this letter, because he gives very simple and clear explanations about his purpose in writing:  

· In his Gospel, in 20:31, he says that he wrote his account of the life and work of Jesus, “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name.”  So he wrote his Gospel with evangelism in mind; he wanted his readers to believe in Jesus that they might receive eternal life.  
· And here in this letter, v13 is the mission statement, “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.”  So he wrote this letter with assurance in mind; he wanted those who do believe in Jesus Christ to know for sure that they have eternal life.
And I want to once again encourage you to underline and highlight and memorize v13.  It is a verse you will likely need to come back to often, for trouble and sin very often leave God’s children doubting their salvation.  So this verse is a very precious gift from the Spirit of God.  He caused John to write down these words to remind and reassure us that if we believe in Jesus Christ, we may know for sure that we have eternal life!
But the reassurance and certainty that the Spirit of Christ gives to believers in this letter of John is not just about our eternal destiny.  And we see this in vv14-21 where John adds earthly realities to the assurance of eternal life.  And there are four of these earthly realities, all introduced by the words “we know.”  
I.  The first of them we considered last time as we looked at vv14-18.   It is the reality that if we ask Christ anything according to His will, “we know that He hears us in whatever we ask [and] we know that we have the requests that we have asked of Him.”  In other words, we know that Christ hears and answers our prayers.
A. And the specific context of this promise is in regard to praying for brothers and sisters who sin.  We can pray with confidence that the Lord would bring those who used to profess faith in Christ but who now deny Christ to faith and repentance.  
B. So if you believe in the name of the Son of God, then you may know that Christ hears and answers your prayers!
II.  So now, as we come to v18, we come to the second “we know” of these closing verses; the second earthly reality that is added to the assurance of eternal life.  And it is this: “We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but He who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.”  In other words, we know that in Christ we have victory over sin.
A. Now, there are those who believe that this verse teaches that it is possible and even desirable for a Christian to reach the state of sinless perfection on earth.  In their view, if you are truly born again, you should come to a point where you no longer sin.  This idea is known as perfectionism.  And we have already spoken about it in earlier sermons from this letter.   It is an incorrect understanding of this verse.  John said at the beginning of the letter, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  We will only be entirely free of sin when we get to heaven.  This verse does not describe sinless perfection.
B. What this verse explains is that those who are born again, or regenerated, which means that they now have the Spirit of Christ living within them and they love Christ, are no longer slaves to sin.  Unrepented-of sin is no longer their habitual and ongoing and continual practice.  
1. Martin Lloyd Jones uses two realms to illustrate this, the realm of darkness, down there, and the realm of light, up here, the dominion of Satan, down there, and the kingdom of Christ, up here.  
a. He says, The men and women who are not born of God are those stuck down in the realm of darkness.  Their whole life is a life of sin; they dwell in it, it is their realm, they inhabit it, and it is all they know.  Those born of God, however, have been brought by the Spirit of Christ up into the realm of light.  This is where they now live and exist.  
b. Now sadly, they fall into sin from time to time; they give in to temptation and behave as though they were a person in the realm of darkness.  But that is not who they are or where they belong.  So they soon confess their sin and repent and continue their life in the realm of light.  
c. And to illustrate his illustration, Lloyd-Jones spoke of a ministerial colleague with two young children.  And these children would often disrupt him when he was working in his study.  And the minister acknowledged that before coming to Christ he had had a very bad temper that he simply could not control.  Now, he had hoped that as a believer his bad temper would be completely gone.  But he found that there were still times when he could feel the temper rising, and even the odd time when, to his utter shame, he ‘lost it’ with his children.  The point though is that this man no longer dwelt and abided and lived in uncontrollable bad-temperism.  He was no longer a bad-tempered man; his temper was not what defined him.  Now he was a child of God; that is what defined him!  Now he was just horrified and truly grieved that he ever lost his temper at all!  And if he did, he quickly repented and resolved not to do so ever again.   So he was no longer a slave to a bad temper.  Do you see the difference?  Maybe for you it is not a bad temper, but every believer here will know what I have just described in relation to certain behaviours or attitudes in their lives.  Yes?
d. And it is very important that we understand this, because in our day and age there is the idea that you are what your genes or your addictions or your past or your personality make you.  So you are defined by and trapped forever in a condition or addiction or syndrome or behaviour, and you always will be.  V18 wants us to see though that that Simply    is    not    true!  
e. Please turn with me to 1 Cor. 6:11.  Here we see that some of the Corinthian believers had once lived lives defined by the list of sins in vv9-10: sexual immorality, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, theft, drunkenness, reviling, or swindling.  But v11 says, “And such WERE some of you.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of God.”  This was now their new life definition.  They were now In Christ.  They were no longer slaves to those sins, ‘down’ in the realm of darkness; now they were children of God, ‘up’ in the realm of light.  Now, just like that minister and his bad temper, their may still have been temptations in those areas, and to their horror and sorrow, there may have been times when some of them gave in to those temptations.  But in Christ they had victory over sin.  
f. What that means then is that we are not sitting in a room full of people who are never tempted and who never give in to temptation.  This is not a gathering of the perfectly sinless.  This is a gathering of forgiven sinners, who seek God’s forgiveness every day, and who have victory over sin in Christ!
C. And we are reminded again that this victory is not of ourselves but in Jesus Christ from the second part of v18, where it says, “He who was born of God protects him.”  And this is a reference to Jesus as the eternal Son of God.  It is the Lord Jesus who protects every child of God.  

1. Jesus is not just a human being who taught some good things, as the Gnostics believed; He is the King of kings and Lord of lords.  And because of who He is, He will not lose us to the devil; He will not let us fall back down into the realm of darkness.  Do you remember how Jesus is described in the great doxology of at the end of Jude?  “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of His glory.”  Believer, you are under the care and protection of your Lord and Saviour!
2. And because He lived as a human being, experiencing every temptation that you do, but without ever giving in and sinning, Hebrews 4:15 says, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”  Dear brothers and sisters, in the moment of temptation, flee to Christ in prayer, because He knows the reality of your temptation.  And you will receive His help to stand firm and resist temptation.  
D. But because we foolishly choose to give in to temptation at times, which can lead us to think that we have fallen down into the realm of darkness or perhaps never truly risen out of it, the Holy Spirit adds even more to this earthly reality in the last part of v18, where we read, “And the evil one does not touch Him.”  
1. And you are probably thinking to yourself, What?  Does this mean that as a believer I cannot be touched by the devil?  Because there have been, or are now, awful times when it sure feels like he has touched me!  And aren’t we commanded in Scripture to resist the devil?  And aren’t we warned that he prowls around like a lion seeking someone to devour?  
2. Well, the Greek word translated as “touch” literally means adhere/cling to/fasten on to/to have a grip on.  The point here is that you are no longer in the grip of the devil but in the loving hands of your Father in heaven.  2 Thessalonians 3:3 says, “But the Lord is faithful.  He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.”  
3. Last Sunday, we sung the great Reformation hymn, a Mighty Fortress is our God.  And that hymn includes these words about the devil: “For still our ancient foe, doth seek to work us woe; His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal.  Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.  Doest ask who that may be?  Christ Jesus, it is He … and He must win the battle.”  
4. “We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but He who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.”  If you believe in the name of the Son of God, then you may know that you have victory over sin!
III.  But now we come to v19 and the third “we know” of these closing verses; the third earthly reality that is added to the assurance of eternal life.  And it is this: “We know that we are from God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”  In other words, we know that we belong to God!
A. One word we encountered on our tour of 1 John was antithesis.  And antithesis refers to the fact that all the people of the world divide up into two groups – those who are the children of God and those who are of the world.   And it was God Himself who announced this to Adam and Eve after the fall; He told them that there would be enmity between the offspring of the serpent and the offspring of the woman.    
B. And so, in 1 John 2 we read, “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”  The ideas and the behaviours and the lifestyles out there are not neutral; they are opposed to Christ and His kingdom.  
C. And we only know this if we have been born again by the Spirit of God and believe in the name of the Son of God.  But knowing this means we can recognize and resist all that is of the world.  As we saw in 1 John 5:2, “Everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world.”  
D. And when we considered this out at church camp, we used Joshua and Caleb as our examples.  Do you remember the account of Joshua and Caleb and the other spies, boys and girls?  Most of the spies said that the giants of Canaan would surely smash the Israelites.  But this was the thinking of the word.  Joshua and Caleb, on the other hand, as those born of God and who had overcome the world by faith in Christ, trusted that God would keep His promise and give His people victory.  
E. So people may tell you today that faith in Christ is foolish.  People may take everything you own away from you or threaten you with injury or imprisonment or even death if you hold fast to things that God teaches in the Bible.  But in John’s Gospel, Jesus said to His disciples, “You are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world.”  This world is not your home.  You are a pilgrim.  Your true home is heaven where Jesus is.  And there you will possess heavenly treasures and eternal life!  
F. If you believe in the name of the Son of God, then you may know that you belong to God!
IV.  And that brings us lastly to v20 and the fourth “we know” of this passage; the fourth earthly reality that is added to the assurance of eternal life.  And it is this: “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”  In other words, we know the true God!   
A. It was the 2nd of October last year that we began this sermon series.  And we learned that there were people troubling the congregation John wrote to who were probably Gnostics.  They denied the divinity of Jesus and His work on the cross as central to the gospel, but they claimed to be in fellowship with God.  So John began his letter by reminding his readers that as an Apostle, a witness of the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, he spoke the truth about Who Jesus is and What He came to do.  John said, “That which we [apostles] have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”  The only way to enter into fellowship with God is by believing in the Jesus Christ proclaimed by the Apostles.  And we saw in the reference to “water” and “blood” in v6 of ch. 5, that the Jesus of the Apostles is the eternal Son of God who died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.  
B. 1 John then is really a commentary on what Jesus aid about Himself in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  The only way to become a part of the family of God, to have fellowship with the Father, is to know and believe the truth about Who Jesus is and What He came to do.  
C. So if you believe in the name of the Son of God, which means that you believe that Jesus is the eternal Son of God who came to earth to die on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins, then you know the true God!
Well, finally then, we come to v21 and John’s concluding words: “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.”
And perhaps as we read these words we wonder if John sort of ran out of time to finish his letter properly?  “Keep yourself from idols”?  Could it be that John ran out of time to write a proper ending, and just had scribble down the equivalent of one of those ‘read your Bible and pray every day’ sermon endings that we have all heard?  
Well, we know that is not the case because every word in Scripture is God-breathed and “useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness,” as 2 Tim. 3:17 reminds us.  Every word in Scripture is the word that the Holy Spirit meant for the author to write and for us to read and hear.  

“Little children” is a most tender and wonderful title isn’t it!  It reminds every believer that he or she is a much loved child of God.  But it is also a humbling title because we are not God’s peers or His equals, we are as little children compared to Him.  

But these closing words are a wonderful summary of everything John has said about the three profession of faith tests, as well:

· In terms of the theological test, we are to love the truth about Who Jesus is and What He came to do.  So we reject the false gods of other religions, we reject the false gods of the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, and we reject the false god of the health and prosperity preachers on early morning TV.  For to worship those gods would be idolatry. 
· And in terms of the moral test, we are to love and obey the commandments of God, and we are not to love the world or the things of the world, for that would be idolatry.

· And in terms of the social test, we are to love every single one of the brothers and sisters in Christ that the Lord has joined us to in the congregation of the Lord’s people.  Will we approve of everything they do or say?  No.  But just as Jesus showed His love for us through His service, so we will serve our brothers and sisters.  For when we do not, it is idolatry; it is placing self above the command of God and the example of Christ.  
So it is very fitting then that having given us the precious gift of the assurance of eternal life in v13, and adding these four earthly realities in vv14-20, that this letter concludes with these words, “Little children, keep yourself from idols.”   Amen.
